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DANIEL'S  DELIVERANCE  OUT  OF  THE  LIONS'  DEN 
BIBLE TEXT  : Daniel 6:1-28. 

LESSON 423   Senior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: "The Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His 

heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever" (II Timothy 4:18).. 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version Bible References: 

Daniel 6:1-28  
1  It pleased Darius to set over the 
kingdom an hundred and twenty 
princes, which should be over the 
whole kingdom;  
2  And over these three 
presidents; of whom Daniel was 
first: that the princes might give 
accounts unto them, and the king 
should have no damage.  
3  Then this Daniel was preferred 
above the presidents and princes, 
because an excellent spirit was in 
him; and the king thought to set 
him over the whole realm.  
4  Then the presidents and princes 
sought to find occasion against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom; 
but they could find none occasion 
nor fault; forasmuch as he was 
faithful, neither was there any 
error or fault found in him.  
5  Then said these men, We shall 
not find any occasion against this 
Daniel, except we find it against 
him concerning the law of his God.  
6  Then these presidents and 
princes assembled together to the 
king, and said thus unto him, King 
Darius, live for ever.  
7  All the presidents of the 
kingdom, the governors, and the 
princes, the counsellors, and the 
captains, have consulted together 
to establish a royal statute, and to 
make a firm decree, that 
whosoever shall ask a petition of 
any God or man for thirty days, 
save of thee, O king, he shall be 
cast into the den of lions.  
8  Now, O king, establish the 
decree, and sign the writing, that 

I  The Kingdom of Darius 
1. Darius sets 120 princes over his realm; over them three 

presidents, Daniel 6:1, 2. 
2. Daniel was made chief because of his excellent spirit, Daniel 6 

:3; 5: 12. 

3. The princes and presidents become jealous of Daniel, Daniel 
6:4, 5. 

4. They seek a way to get rid of Daniel, but can find no fault, 
Daniel 6: 5;  

11  SSaammuueell  2299::33    
33    TThheenn  ssaaiidd  tthhee  pprriinncceess  ooff  tthhee  PPhhiilliissttiinneess,,  WWhhaatt  ddoo  tthheessee  

HHeebbrreewwss  hheerree??  AAnndd  AAcchhiisshh  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  tthhee  pprriinncceess  ooff  tthhee  

PPhhiilliissttiinneess,,  IIss  nnoott  tthhiiss  DDaavviidd,,  tthhee  sseerrvvaanntt  ooff  SSaauull  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  

IIssrraaeell,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaatthh  bbeeeenn  wwiitthh  mmee  tthheessee  ddaayyss,,  oorr  tthheessee  yyeeaarrss,,  

aanndd  II  hhaavvee  ffoouunndd  nnoo  ffaauulltt  iinn  hhiimm  ssiinnccee  hhee  ffeellll  uunnttoo  mmee  uunnttoo  

tthhiiss  ddaayy??    

LLuukkee  2233::1144    
1144    SSaaiidd  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  YYee  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhiiss  mmaann  uunnttoo  mmee,,  aass  

oonnee  tthhaatt  ppeerrvveerrtteetthh  tthhee  ppeeooppllee::  aanndd,,  bbeehhoolldd,,  II,,  hhaavviinngg  

eexxaammiinneedd  hhiimm  bbeeffoorree  yyoouu,,  hhaavvee  ffoouunndd  nnoo  ffaauulltt  iinn  tthhiiss  mmaann  

ttoouucchhiinngg  tthhoossee  tthhiinnggss  wwhheerreeooff  yyee  aaccccuussee  hhiimm::    

JJuuddee  11::2244    
2244    NNooww  uunnttoo  hhiimm  tthhaatt  iiss  aabbllee  ttoo  kkeeeepp  yyoouu  ffrroomm  ffaalllliinngg,,  aanndd  

ttoo  pprreesseenntt  yyoouu  ffaauullttlleessss  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  hhiiss  gglloorryy  

wwiitthh  eexxcceeeeddiinngg  jjooyy,,    

RReevveellaattiioonn  1144::55    
55    AAnndd  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmoouutthh  wwaass  ffoouunndd  nnoo  gguuiillee::  ffoorr  tthheeyy  aarree  

wwiitthhoouutt  ffaauulltt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  tthhrroonnee  ooff  GGoodd..  
 

II  Conspiracy 

1. The princes conspire against Daniel, Daniel 6:7, 8. 
2. The king, ignorant of their devices, signs the decree, Daniel 

6:9;  
EEsstthheerr  88::88    

88    WWrriittee  yyee  aallssoo  ffoorr  tthhee  JJeewwss,,  aass  iitt  lliikkeetthh  yyoouu,,  iinn  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

nnaammee,,  aanndd  sseeaall  iitt  wwiitthh  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  rriinngg::  ffoorr  tthhee  wwrriittiinngg  wwhhiicchh  

iiss  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  nnaammee,,  aanndd  sseeaalleedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

rriinngg,,  mmaayy  nnoo  mmaann  rreevveerrssee.. 

3. Daniel prays as aforetime, Daniel 6:10-13;  
11  KKiinnggss  88::4444--4455    

4444    IIff  tthhyy  ppeeooppllee  ggoo  oouutt  ttoo  bbaattttllee  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheeiirr  eenneemmyy,,  

wwhhiitthheerrssooeevveerr  tthhoouu  sshhaalltt  sseenndd  tthheemm,,  aanndd  sshhaallll  pprraayy  uunnttoo  

tthhee  LLOORRDD  ttoowwaarrdd  tthhee  cciittyy  wwhhiicchh  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  cchhoosseenn,,  aanndd  

ttoowwaarrdd  tthhee  hhoouussee  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee  bbuuiilltt  ffoorr  tthhyy  nnaammee::    
4455    TThheenn  hheeaarr  tthhoouu  iinn  hheeaavveenn  tthheeiirr  pprraayyeerr  aanndd  tthheeiirr  

ssuupppplliiccaattiioonn,,  aanndd  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  tthheeiirr  ccaauussee..    

PPssaallmm  5555::1177    
1177    EEvveenniinngg,,  aanndd  mmoorrnniinngg,,  aanndd  aatt  nnoooonn,,  wwiillll  II  pprraayy,,  aanndd  ccrryy  

aalloouudd::  aanndd  hhee  sshhaallll  hheeaarr  mmyy  vvooiiccee.. 

4. The King is grieved and labours to free Daniel, Daniel 6:14. 
5. The princes hold the king to the decree, Daniel 6:15. 

 

III  Daniel in the Lions' Den 
1. Daniel is cast into the den of Lions, Daniel 6:16, 17. 

2. The king spends a sleepless night, Daniel 6:18;  
Esther 6:1  
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it be not changed, according to 
the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which altereth not.  
9  Wherefore king Darius signed 
the writing and the decree.  
10  Now when Daniel knew that 
the writing was signed, he went 
into his house; and his windows 
being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before 
his God, as he did aforetime.  
11  Then these men assembled, 
and found Daniel praying and 
making supplication before his 
God.  
12  Then they came near, and 
spake before the king concerning 
the king's decree; Hast thou not 
signed a decree, that every man 
that shall ask a petition of any God 
or man within thirty days, save of 
thee, O king, shall be cast into the 
den of lions? The king answered 
and said, The thing is true, 
according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which altereth not.  
13  Then answered they and said 
before the king, That Daniel, 
which is of the children of the 
captivity of Judah, regardeth not 
thee, O king, nor the decree that 
thou hast signed, but maketh his 
petition three times a day.  
14  Then the king, when he heard 
these words, was sore displeased 
with himself, and set his heart on 
Daniel to deliver him: and he 
laboured till the going down of the 
sun to deliver him.  
15  Then these men assembled 
unto the king, and said unto the 
king, Know, O king, that the law of 
the Medes and Persians is, That no 
decree nor statute which the king 
establisheth may be changed.  
16  Then the king commanded, 
and they brought Daniel, and cast 
him into the den of lions. Now the 

1  On that night could not the king sleep, and he 
commanded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; 
and they were read before the king.  

3.  Darius goes to the den early and calls to Daniel, Daniel 6:19, 
20;  

JJeerreemmiiaahh  3322::1177    
1177    AAhh  LLoorrdd  GGOODD!!  bbeehhoolldd,,  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  mmaaddee  tthhee  hheeaavveenn  aanndd  

tthhee  eeaarrtthh  bbyy  tthhyy  ggrreeaatt  ppoowweerr  aanndd  ssttrreettcchheedd  oouutt  aarrmm,,  aanndd  

tthheerree  iiss  nnootthhiinngg  ttoooo  hhaarrdd  ffoorr  tthheeee:: 

4.Daniel answers back and the king is happy, Daniel 6:21-23;  
IIssaaiiaahh  6633::99    

99    IInn  aallll  tthheeiirr  aafffflliiccttiioonn  hhee  wwaass  aafffflliicctteedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  aannggeell  ooff  hhiiss  

pprreesseennccee  ssaavveedd  tthheemm::  iinn  hhiiss  lloovvee  aanndd  iinn  hhiiss  ppiittyy  hhee  

rreeddeeeemmeedd  tthheemm;;  aanndd  hhee  bbaarree  tthheemm,,  aanndd  ccaarrrriieedd  tthheemm  aallll  tthhee  

ddaayyss  ooff  oolldd..    

AAccttss  1122::1111    
1111    AAnndd  wwhheenn  PPeetteerr  wwaass  ccoommee  ttoo  hhiimmsseellff,,  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  NNooww  II  

kknnooww  ooff  aa  ssuurreettyy,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  LLoorrdd  hhaatthh  sseenntt  hhiiss  aannggeell,,  aanndd  

hhaatthh  ddeelliivveerreedd  mmee  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  hhaanndd  ooff  HHeerroodd,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  aallll  

tthhee  eexxppeeccttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwss..    

22  TTiimmootthhyy  44::1188    
1188    AAnndd  tthhee  LLoorrdd  sshhaallll  ddeelliivveerr  mmee  ffrroomm  eevveerryy  eevviill  wwoorrkk,,  aanndd  

wwiillll  pprreesseerrvvee  mmee  uunnttoo  hhiiss  hheeaavveennllyy  kkiinnggddoomm::  ttoo  wwhhoomm  bbee  

gglloorryy  ffoorr  eevveerr  aanndd  eevveerr..  AAmmeenn..    

HHeebbrreewwss  1111::3333    
3333    WWhhoo  tthhrroouugghh  ffaaiitthh  ssuubbdduueedd  kkiinnggddoommss,,  wwrroouugghhtt  

rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,,  oobbttaaiinneedd  pprroommiisseess,,  ssttooppppeedd  tthhee  mmoouutthhss  ooff  

lliioonnss,, 

5. Daniel is taken out of the den and the princes cast into it, 
Daniel 6:23, 24. 

6. The king writes to all nations, declaring Daniel's God as the 
living God, Daniel 6:25-28. 

 

Notes:  
Government of the Medes and Persians 

The Babylonian government had been overthrown by the 
Medes and Persians.  Because of an excellent spirit that was 

found in Daniel, he had been placed in a high position in the 
Babylonian government in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's 

reign.  All the 70 years that the Children of Israel were captives in 

Babylon, Daniel was held in high esteem by that government. 
Now Babylon had fallen and the Medes and Persians became the 

second world empire. No doubt they had heard about Daniel 
before the city was ever taken. Those mighty miracles that God 

had wrought in Babylon were not done in secret but were open 

for all to see. 
For several centuries the miracles God wrought in Egypt under 

the hand of Moses were remembered and talked about by the 
nations around.  They feared and trembled before the God of 

Israel, but still persisted in serving their own gods that had no 
power -- could not see, hear, or talk. 

Jealousy 

It is natural to suppose when Darius, the Mede, took over the 
kingdom he would seek the wisdom and help Daniel could give 

him.  He set 120 princes over the kingdom, and three presidents 
over these, of whom Daniel was first.  This aroused jealousy 

among the princes.  The Bible tells us that "jealousy is the rage of 

a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance" 
(Proverbs 6:34). "Jealousy is cruel as the grave" (Song of 

Solomon 8:6). 
The princes sought to find fault with Daniel that they might 

accuse him to the king. Daniel was not only faithful to his God, 
but he was faithful to his country and to the king’s business. They 
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king spake and said unto Daniel, 
Thy God whom thou servest 
continually, he will deliver thee.  
17  And a stone was brought, and 
laid upon the mouth of the den; 
and the king sealed it with his own 
signet, and with the signet of his 
lords; that the purpose might not 
be changed concerning Daniel.  
18  Then the king went to his 
palace, and passed the night 
fasting: neither were instruments 
of musick brought before him: and 
his sleep went from him.  
19  Then the king arose very early 
in the morning, and went in haste 
unto the den of lions.  
20  And when he came to the den, 
he cried with a lamentable voice 
unto Daniel: and the king spake 
and said to Daniel, O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, is thy 
God, whom thou servest 
continually, able to deliver thee 
from the lions?  
21  Then said Daniel unto the 
king, O king, live for ever.  
22  My God hath sent his angel, 
and hath shut the lions' mouths, 
that they have not hurt me: 
forasmuch as before him 
innocency was found in me; and 
also before thee, O king, have I 
done no hurt.  
23  Then was the king exceeding 
glad for him, and commanded that 
they should take Daniel up out of 
the den. So Daniel was taken up 
out of the den, and no manner of 
hurt was found upon him, because 
he believed in his God.  
24  And the king commanded, and 
they brought those men which had 
accused Daniel, and they cast 
them into the den of lions, them, 
their children, and their wives; and 
the lions had the mastery of them, 
and brake all their bones in pieces 
or ever they came at the bottom 
of the den.  

could find no fault with him. 
The scribes and Pharisees tried to find fault with Jesus. After 

all their accusations were made, Pilate, the Roman governor, 
came forth with this statement, "I find no fault in him." Daniel's 

accusers decided they could find no fault in his life, in his business 

transactions, or in his fidelity to the king; so they decided they 
would have to find occasion against him concerning the law of his 

God. 
 

Prayer 

Daniel was a man of prayer. Those princes possibly had seen 
him many times in his room with his window open toward 

Jerusalem making intercession to his God. A prayer life means a 
godly life, a life above reproach, a life that really makes men 

great -- not always great in the eyes of the world, but great in 
that they are rich toward God. 

Criticism 

It is easy for those with a critical eye to find fault with the 
Gospel. It is too straight; it is too narrow; it takes away your 

freedom; it makes you an oddity in the world, so they say. 
They connived a decree that was sure to trap Daniel.  They 

also caught the king with flattery.  "They did flatter him with their 

mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues" (Psalm 78:36). 
The penalty for disobedience to the decree was the lions' dens.  

The king, not realising their motive, signed the decree, which 
made it a law.  The law of the Medes and Persians was 

unchangeable.  When the king understood their plans and realised 
the trap they had gotten Daniel into, he laboured hard to deliver 

Daniel, but to no avail. 

An Uncompromising Stand 
Daniel was about 90 years old at this time but still able to 

attend to the duties of the kingdom.  The purpose he had had in 
his heart, as a young man was still the purpose of his heart in his 

old age.  His heart was fixed.  No decree of man could swerve 

him from his personal devotions to his God. 
Some might have compromised the issue by praying in secret.  

Had Daniel been of that type, this story of deliverance from the 
lions' den would never have been recorded to encourage our 

faith. 

God's Deliverance 
A deceiver is never open and aboveboard. He covers the truth.  

These princes slipped around to his home and found Daniel 
praying with his windows open to Jerusalem.  They reported to 

the King. The edict was carried out. Daniel was cast into the lions' 
den.  But an angel walked into the lions' den ahead of Daniel and 

locked the mouths of the lions.  They may have been hungry, but 

they could not open their mouths to take one bite out of Daniel.  
We believe Daniel must have felt a wonderful peace in his soul, 

and thanked God for his protection from those savage beasts. 
King Darius spent a sleepless night: no food, no music, no gay 

companions to break the long hours. He was torn between fear 

and hope. "Fear hath torment" (I John 4:18). His hope was based 
on past miracles about which he had heard. He did not have that 

living hope in his soul that gave him confidence that God would 
undertake. 

Joy 
As soon as the morning light appeared, the king hastened to 

the den of lions. When he arrived, he possibly could not see into 

the den to know if Daniel was still alive, so he cried out: "O 
Daniel,  . . .  is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to 
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25  Then king Darius wrote unto 
all people, nations, and languages, 
that dwell in all the earth; Peace 
be multiplied unto you.  
26  I make a decree, That in every 
dominion of my kingdom men 
tremble and fear before the God of 
Daniel: for he is the living God, 
and stedfast for ever, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed, and his dominion shall 
be even unto the end.  
27  He delivereth and rescueth, 
and he worketh signs and wonders 
in heaven and in earth, who hath 
delivered Daniel from the power of 
the lions.  
28  So this Daniel prospered in the 
reign of Darius, and in the reign of 
Cyrus the Persian.  
 

deliver thee from the lions?" Back came the answer, "O King, live 
for ever." Imagine that king leaping for joy when he heard 

Daniel’s voice! He commanded them to take Daniel out of the 
den; and we believe that the angel who had been with Daniel 

came out, too, for as soon as his accusers were thrown in, the 

lions devoured them. 
The rulers of the 120 provinces of Persia, combined with those 

savage beasts of the earth, could bring no hurt to Daniel, because 
he believed in his God. We are told in the 11th chapter of 

Hebrews, that faith "stopped the mouths of lions." 

Caught in Their Own Trap 
Those men who had accused Daniel were punished with the 

same punishment they had planned for Daniel. "Let them be 
confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them 

be turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. For 
without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which 

without cause they have digged for my soul. Let destruction come 

upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch 
himself: into that very destruction let him fall" (Psalm 35:4, 7, 8). 

This was a prayer of David, but how it fits the picture here! 
An Everlasting Dominion 

Darius was so much awed and inspired by the marvellous 

deliverance of Daniel that he published another decree: "That in 
every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the 

God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and steadfast for ever, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion 

shall be even unto the end." This decree was sent to every 
province of his kingdom. What a marvellous way of telling all the 

world about the true God! Perhaps many of those people prayed 

and sought the living God. 
One statement that the king made is striking in that he speaks 

of God's Kingdom not being destroyed and His dominion shall be 
even unto the end. How did that heathen king know that, unless 

inspired to speak those words by the Spirit of God? Was there 

such a gratitude in his heart for Daniel's deliverance that he lifted 
his heart and eyes heavenward and received an unction from the 

Holy Spirit to speak truths concerning our Lord's Kingdom? 
"Dare to be a Daniel,  

Dare to stand alone!  

Dare to have a purpose firm!  
Dare to make it known!" 

QUESTIONS 
1. Why was Daniel chosen above the other princes?  

2. What effect did it have on the other princes?  
3. How did they conspire to get rid of Daniel?  

4. How did they succeed in getting the king to sign the decree?  

5. How did the king feel when he understood the plot?  
6. What did Daniel do about it?  

7. Why did not the lions devour Daniel?  
8. What happened to the princes and their families?  

9. Give the substance of another decree the king made. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


